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A TRAPPING TECHNIQUE FOR CAPTURING LARGE ACTIVE
LIZARDS

j AMOS BOUSKILA
Israel Herpetological Information Centre ,
Har gilo, D.N. Harei Yerushalaim 91076, Israel

SUMMARY

A method is described for capturing large
Uromastyx aegyptius (Agamidae). A hooped
fishing net trap is placed around the burrow, and set
to block the entrance when pulled. The operator
releases the trap when the lizard is out foraging, and
it is trapped as it tries to reenter its burrow. The
technique is simple and cheap, and captures large
lizards, safely, and sufficiently rapidly for body
temperature readings. It is applicable to other
burrow-living lizards, e.g. Cordylus giganteus. -

INTRODUCTION

Reptiles are usually captured either by passive
traps, relying on the reptiles activity (Rodgers 1939;
Vogt 1941; Fitch 1951, 1975; Banta 1957; Medica,
Hoddenbach & Lannon 1971) or actively by hand
or noose Medica er al., 1971; Jenssen 1973; Serena
1980). Neither techique is appropriate for wary
lizards which remain near burrows, ready to dodge
in.

During an ecological study of Uromastyx aegyptius
Forskol, 1775 (Agamidae), I developed a technique
for capturing and marking individuals from a
population near Hazeva, ‘Arava Valley’, Israel.
This large (up to 750 mm total length), herbivorous
desert lizard, is usually seen near burrow openings.
When frightened, it escapes rapidly into the nearest
burrow. This new technique operates by blocking
the burrow opening from a distance, while the
lizard is outside, thus preventing its retreat.

THE METHOD

Structure
One side of a piece of fishing net (ca. 2 x 1.5 m,
cotton filaments, ] x 1 cm mesh) was pinned to the

ground, behind the burrow, by pegs. The net was -

folded behind the burrow, leaving the entrance free
and enabling the lizard to emerge (Figure 1). The
opposite side of the net, was attached in advance to
a string 30-120 m long, leading to the hidden
operator. When setting the net, one should ensure
that on pulling the string the net will cover the
opening completely.

Operation

Nets were set in the study area when U. aegyptius
were inactive, and then left in position. On seeing a
lizard in the open, the string closing the nearest
burrow was pulled and fastened to a stake (planted
in advance) to block the opening. The frightened
lizard, whilst endeavouring to enter the barred
burrow (Figure 2), usually entangled itself in the
net. Where two burrows were close together, both
strings were pulled, to prevent the lizard from
escaping into the adjacent burrow.

Refinements

To achieve rapid blocking of the opening, a non-
stretchable string should be used. It should be
pulled directly away from the burrow, so as to
position the net correctly. The actual direction of
the string can be deflected around a pivot, planted
2-3 m in front of the burrow. This sometimes
facilitates pulling the string from a covered
position, without frightening the lizard. To avoid
the net being caught on the pegs holding its margin,
they should be inverted U-shaped ones with only
the curved top above the soil.

Efficiency

During the summer of 1980, 28 individuals of U.
aegyptius were caught by this method -
(approximately 85% of the estimated adult
population in the research area). After
development, the technique, proved to be 100%
efficient. Almost any shape of burrow opening can
be dealt with, by adjusting the net accordingly. This
method does not endanger the lizards, although
several suffered superficial bleeding on the snout,
whilst endeavoring to enter through the net.

DISCUSSION

In contrast to certain conventional traps, no
digging or other damage to the study area is
required. After moving the nets, there remains no
significant disturbance of the environment. The
equipment is cheap, and portable.

Since capture of the lizards requires only the time to
reach it from the end of the string, this is also a valid

Figure 1: A folde

Figure 2: A U. a
grab the lizard.
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gure §: A folded net bebind a burrow, set i positien ready 1o be pulied.

gure 2: A U. aegyprius endeavouring to enter the blocked burrow through the net. The operator can ctine and
ab the lizard.
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method for measurements of body temperature, at
least in relatively large animals.

The disadvantages of this method are; (1) the time
required to set the nets properly, and to check that
they close the burrows efficiently; and (2) the fact
that the operator must be present when the lizard is
out, in order to catch it.

Despite these disadvantages, this method, which
combines elements of trapping and chasing, may
often solve the problem of capturing lizards that
remain near their burrows.
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